Oncological emergencies: superior vena cava syndrome.
Superior vena cava obstruction leads to the venous hypertension of the head, neck, upper extremities and upper part of the truncus. Its clinical manifestation, known as the superior vena cava syndrome, is a complication of malignancy, mainly of lung cancer and lymphoma. As it usually affects patients with advanced disease, the prognosis is poor. This article stresses the importance of early detection and adequate management of this onco- logical emergency. The diagnostic tools as well as treatment possibilities are discussed.